
TERM 1, WEEK 3 

15 FEBRUARY 2019 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Dear Families, Friends & Students of Gawler & District College  

Welcome back to all our students, families and staff and a special welcome to those joining 

us in 2019. Many of the upgrades we commenced in 2018 are now being finalised and 

students now have access to state of the art curriculum facilities. 

Each year we welcome new staff to the Junior, Middle and Senior School and this year is no 

exception. At GDC we are fortunate to have teachers, school support staff and grounds 

staff who are committed to providing the best conditions and education for our students.  

I have taken on the role of Principal for the first term while a process is conducted by the 

department to appoint a permanent principal for the next 5 years. I feel privileged to be in 

this position and feel very fortunate to be supported by so many very professional 

colleagues. 

Our SACE results in 2018 were the best results achieved for many years! We more than 

doubled the number of students completing the SACE, we increased the percentage of 

students achieving grades in the ‘A’ and ‘B’ bands and many of our students received first 

round offers from the universities. Brayden Haines was the Gawler and District Dux with an 

ATAR score of 92. Congratulations to all our Stage 2 students and their teachers. 

Our Site Priorities for 2019 maintains a focus on Reading across all three sub-schools. The 

data clearly indicates that we are making a positive difference so we will continue to 

support our students to develop their capacity to improve.  

On a final note I would like to extend an invitation to all parents to attend our Annual 

General Meeting for Governing Council in March.  As a site, we see the Governing Council 

as critical partners in developing broad school policies such as site priorities, finance and 

uniform and we encourage you to consider having parent representation. 

The year ahead will be exciting and challenging and I look forward to another successful 

year working together. 

Best Wishes 

Paul Hudson 

(08) 8521 2400 

www.gdc.sa.edu.au  dl.0774_info@schools.sa.edu.au 

Barnet Road, EVANSTON SA 5118 

“respect, generosity and  excellence for self, everyone and the environment” 

DIARY DATES 

Wednesday 20 February 

Year 7/8 Meet & Greet 

Catch Up ID Photo Day 

Tuesday 26 February 

ATSI Morning Tea 

Friday 8 March 

Pupil Free Day 

Monday 11 March 

Public Holiday  

“Adelaide Cup Day”  

Monday 18 March 

Year 7 Excursion  

“Aquatics” 

Friday 22 March  

Year 7 Incursion 

“Aero Space”  

Wednesday 27 March 

Year 11 Excursion 

“Festival Theatre” 

Thursday 28 March  

Year 11 Excursion 

“Festival Theatre”  

Tuesday 2 April  

Immunisation Day 

Year 8, 10 & 11 

Year 11 Excursion  

“RAA Street Smart” 

Friday 11 April  

Last day of Term 1 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 

Please return: 

 SA Schools Immunisation 

Program Consent Form 

 Update Student Details 

Form 

 S t u d e n t  C o d e  o f 

Conduct Agreement & 

General Consent Form 

 Health Care Plan 

 C y b e r - S a f e t y  U s e 

Agreement  

SAVE THE DATE 

YEAR 7/8 Meet & Greet BBQ 

Wednesday 20 February 2019, 5.00pm to 6.30pm 

Please RSVP via return slip by Friday 15 February for catering purposes 

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle  

Saturday 23 March 2019, 9.00am to 4.00pm 

Come down a grab a snag to support our Year 12 fundraiser! 

Carly Ryan Foundation Seminar  (Parents of Year 7/8 Students, Gold Coin Donation)  

Tuesday 19 March 2019, 6.30pm 

Your children are using the internet daily to connect with each other and the world around 

them.  Attend our seminar and receive information on how to empower them to make wise 

choices and keep themselves and other safe! 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL 

Welcome back everyone to another year of exciting learning here in the Junior School at Gawler & District College B-12.  

Students are excited to be back at school, adjusting to new learning routines, catching up with friends and meeting new 

classmates and their teachers. 

Staffing 

We all extend a warm welcome to staff and students new to Gawler & District College Junior School in 2019. New teaching 

staff for 2019 includes Michaela Selway, Maryanne Rischmueller, Skye Miller, Ian Craig and Gurpreet Singh. We warmly 

welcome the new Receptions and their families to our Junior School. 

The first few weeks 

During the first few weeks of the school year our learning focuses on: 

• students and teachers getting to know each other 

• discussing routines 

• negotiating shared responsibilities 

• talking about and practising ways to work together 

to create safe and successful learning environments in our Junior School. 

Acquaintance Night 

On Thursday 7 February we held our 2019 Acquaintance Night.  Teachers were available in their rooms and presented 

some information about their learning programmes this year. There were opportunities for some questions and answers.  

Communication 

All classes now use Class Dojo or Seesaw to share classroom learning and news, and as a quick reminder system for class 

matters. It is an effective way for short messages to be shared.  

World Read Aloud Day 

Every year, on World Read Aloud Day, people all around 

the globe read aloud together and share stories to 

advocate for literacy. It is celebrated on Friday 1 

February.  

The Junior School celebrated by having a picture book 

sharing morning. Each teacher read one of their 

favourite picture books to 4 different classes as they 

rotated around the school. The teachers were able to 

read to children in year levels that they don’t normally 

work with. This gave the children an opportunity to meet 

new teachers in a fun learning environment. So seeking 

support during play times became easier as they now 

have established relationships with many more teachers. 

The children heard many old favourite stories such as 

Arthur, Dirty Bertie and When the Wind Changed! 

Everyone had a fantastic morning.  

Julie Stockdale, Head of Junior School 
WORLD READ ALOUD DAY 

A NOTE FROM OUR CANTEEN 

Did you know lunch orders with Rory’s School Lunches can be made daily via their QKR 

app?  The QKR app is a convenient way to order and pay for one of the many healthy, 

fun and affordable lunch time options.   

 

For more information please see their website https://

rorys.com.au/online-canteen/ or via our website at 

ht tps ://www.gdc.sa .edu .au/our -communi ty/

canteen/.  

https://rorys.com.au/online-canteen/
https://rorys.com.au/online-canteen/
https://www.gdc.sa.edu.au/our-community/canteen/
https://www.gdc.sa.edu.au/our-community/canteen/
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Year 7 News 

It has been a very busy start to the year for our Middle School students.  We have welcomed 36 Year 7 students from our 

Junior School.  They have settled into their classes and new routine well.  Their teachers, Ms Impala and Ms Hilliard have 

been working hard to make sure the students know their way around the school and yard.  We will be continuing our focus 

on reading this year and the Year 7 students will be building on the skills learned in Year 6 and expanding the breadth of 

their reading across new and exciting subject areas.  Both classes are also participating in a ‘Rock and Water’ program run 

by our Youth Worker, Josh Sanders in conjunction with their class teachers. This program is designed to help students 

develop their resilience, interpersonal skills and self-esteem.  Additionally, our Year 7’s will also have an excursion to the 

museum coming up, along with an Aquatics day trip and visit from the Air Force Education Unit who will bring a flight 

simulator for the students to experience. 

Year 8 News 

We have also had just over 200 Year 8 students begin their Secondary Schooling Journey this year.  They have also settled 

into their classes well and are finding it easier to get around the school without getting lost! During week 3 just over 100 of 

these students will set off on camp with their home care teachers for 3 days of team building and aquatic activities.  

Normal classes will be running for the students remaining at school.  We will also be holding a ‘Meet and Greet’ evening for 

all parents and carers of students in Years 7 and 8 on Wednesday 20 February from 5.00-6:30pm.  There will be a free 

sausage sizzle running and both Year 7 and 8 teachers will be on hand to meet and chat informally with families.  More 

information on this will be sent home during week 3.  

Year 9 News 

Year 9’s have also had a busy start to the year. Classes were rearranged at the end of last year to accommodate new 

students and all students have now settled into their new home care groups.  Students have had the opportunity to 

change their elective classes and all changes should be finalised by the end of week 3.  Due to the large size of the year 9 

group, there will be limited opportunity for changes beyond this week, so we ask that all students listen for instructions 

during home care on how to make changes. 

ATSI News  

We start this year with the fantastic news that in 2018 we had the highest number of Aboriginal students successfully 

completing their SACE and entering positive post-school pathways that our school has ever had.  We are so very proud of 

these students and congratulate them, their families, community and teachers for this wonderful achievement.  We are 

looking forward to another successful year for all of our Aboriginal students.  The Nunga room is set up and in action again 

this year.  APAS tutoring will start for Year 11 and 12 and Junior School students in week 5.  Our focus this year is on students 

learning, improved attendance and community involvement and we have a great team together to work on this.  We 

would like to invite all ATSI parents to a morning tea in the Nunga room on Tuesday 26 February to meet our team and hear 

about our plans for the year.  We also have a position available on our Governing Council for an Aboriginal parent.  Please 

contact Wally Aguis or De Barth if you are interested in this and more information can be provided.   

Uniform 

Wearing correct uniform is also an important part of developing a sense of belonging and positive school culture for all 

students.  So far, the uniform of students in the Middle School has been very good.  We ask that parents and carers support 

us in trying to ensure all students are in the correct uniform and not wearing ripped pants, leggings or hooded jumpers.    All 

pants should be black.  Our uniform policy is available on our website (https://www.gdc.sa.edu.au/our-college/policies/).  

Should parents or carers have any questions about this, please contact your child’s home care teacher. 

Liz Rankin, Head Middle School 

Hambours are our nominated supplier and a representative is at the college three days a week during school term 

to assist with fittings and ordering.  Alternatively, you can purchase all items from Hambours Uniform Shop, Monday 

to Friday: 9am to 4.30pm, 2 Wilson Street, Royal Park, Phone: 8447 2077 and online at www.hambours.com.au and 

click on the Gawler & District College logo.   

The onsite Uniform Shop is open:  

Tuesday 8:15am—9:15am     Wednesday 8:15am-10:15am     Thursday 1:30pm-3.00pm 

https://www.gdc.sa.edu.au/our-college/policies/
http://www.hambours.com.au
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SENIOR SCHOOL 

Year 12 Orientation Day 

On Tuesday 29 January our Year 12 

cohort participated in their Orientation 

Day.  This involved study skills and time 

management sessions, a SAPOL road 

safety presentation, SACE requirements 

and a bonding session with their new 

mentor group and teacher.   

It was a positive start to a busy year!   

Best wishes for the upcoming challenges. 

Sarah Hallworth, Year 12 Coordinator  

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

PACER CAMP 

In Term 4, 2018 students from our Middle School undertook an education tour of the national capital. Students were given 

the opportunity to participate in a variety of educational programs with a focus on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and 

democracy. This included visits to the National War Memorial, Parliament House, Old Parliament House, The High Court of 

Australia, Questacon & The National Gallery. 

The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young 

Australians being able to visit the national capital as part of their Civics 

and Citizenship education. To assist families in meeting the cost of the 

excursion the Australian Government is contributing funding of $60 per 

student under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program 

towards those costs. The rebate is paid directly to the school upon 

completion of the excursion. 

The trip was a really valuable experience for all those involved, and Ms. 

Clarke and Mr. Wotton were really impressed by the maturity our students 

showed throughout the trip.  

Russell Wotton, Humanities & LOTE Coordinator 

OPEN BOYS KNOCKOUT CRICKET 

On Friday Week 2, The GDC Open Boys Cricket Team took on Pedare Christian College in a 32 over game on The Darren 

Lehman Oval.  Batting first GDC made a rocky start, and were looking in trouble at 2/12 in the fourth over. However Samual 

(55) and Luke (22) were able to resurrect the innings before Xander (36*) and Thomas (12*) added some quick-fire runs to 

finish the GDC innings at 4/168.  

Steadiers with the bat, Luke (1/7) and Samuel (3/14) opened with the ball 

for GDC and made an immediate impact, claiming three quick wickets 

to have Pedare in trouble at 3/9 in the seventh over. However the fourth 

wicket partnership steadied the ship and Pedare went to drinks with a 

sniff at victory and 59 runs on the scoreboard. This however was quickly 

extinguished after the break by Joel (2/23) who tempted the Pedare 

batsmen to snick one outside off through to wicket-keeper Corey. 

Xander then took the ball and made a mess of the remaining batsmen, 

picking up Pedare opener Dylan, and three others on his way to 4/4. 

Having won Round 1 of knockout cricket, the GDC Open Boys will take 

on the winner of Golden Grove High and Thomas Moore in Round 2.  

Russell Wotton, Humanities & LOTE Coordinator 
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A MESSAGE FROM DRAMA 

This year we are pleased to be able to offer a number of excursions to drama/music events 

across the year. The very first of these performances is an opera by Mozart called The Magic 

Flute, on Sunday 2 March 2019. We are hoping to attend a number of different 

performances throughout the year with students, to broaden theatre experiences and to 

inspire creativity and development of skills.   

The Arts team is excited to be able to offer opportunities to students, performances in a 

style or genre they may not necessarily have ever had a chance to see before.  

We look forward to students taking every possibility to attend any future performance as 

they happen throughout the year.  

Julie Peters, Drama Teacher 

A MESSAGE FORM FINANCE 

2019 Finance News 

Each year Gawler & District College B-12 Governing Council approves the Materials and Services Charges. For 2019, the 

Governing Council has approved Materials and Services Charges of $270 for Years Reception to 7 and $370 for Years 8 to 

12.  

Additional charges may be made for items and activities that are not considered essential for the student to complete the 

curricular course e.g. extra and optional resources, equipment and projects. 

The Governing Council conducted the required postal poll at the end of Term 4 to determine the legally recoverable 

amounts for the 2019 Materials and Services Charges. The poll was successful for both Years Reception to 7 and Years 8 to 

12 with a majority of votes returned supporting the Governing Council fee structure. 

Students who are approved for School Card will still have their compulsory Materials and Services Charges paid by the 

Education Department. 

Invoices for 2019 Materials and Services Charges will be posted to families in February 2019.   

 

 

 

Payment Options 

 School Card application (see below) 

 Centrepay 

 Cash, Credit Card, EFTPOS, Cheque (made payable to Gawler & District College B-12) 

 Direct Debit (This facility enables parents to complete an agreement with the school for an agreed amount to be 

deducted each week, fortnight or month from a parent’s nominated bank account or credit/debit card until the full debt 

is paid.  You will need to contact the Finance Office to negotiate this) 

 Payments can be made online via Payway (go to our website (https://www.gdc.sa.edu.au/our-college/fees-payments/) 

and follow the prompts to pay your invoices) 

 Or alternately contact the Finance Office on 8521 2404 or by email dl.0774.finance@schools.sa.edu.au to negotiate an 

individual payment option 

Stationery 

All Reception to Year 6 students will have stationery supplied in their classrooms. Students in Year 7 to 12 are required to 

supply their own stationery. Stationery items may be purchased from most retail outlets.  Stationery Lists have been 

distributed to students and are also available on the School’s website.  

2019 ABSTUDY 

Parents of eligible Aboriginal secondary students must apply for ABSTUDY and School Card each year.  ABSTUDY is applied 

for at Centrelink.  School Card is applied for at the school. 

 

 

Due date for payment in full or negotiated installment plans for  

2019 Material & Services invoice is Friday 12 April 2019. 

https://www.gdc.sa.edu.au/our-college/fees-payments/
mailto:dl.0774.finance@schools.sa.edu.au
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A MESSAGE FORM FINANCE CONTINUED 

2019 School Card 

The School Card Scheme offers financial assistance to parent/caregivers who meet the eligibility criteria, with educational 

expenses for students attending government schools. 

Income limits for applications lodged in 2019 are based on the family's gross income in 2017/2018.  You will need to provide 

proof of income – e.g. pay slips or Centrelink information 

School Card assistance is available for: 

 Families with children aged four years and over who attend a school full-time 

 Independent full time Years 10 or 11 students who are studying six subjects 

 Independent full time Year 12 students who are studying five subjects 

 Adult re-entry students undertaking funded subjects at a government school 

Eligibility for 2019 School Card assistance is dependent upon the combined gross family income.  Gross family income does 

not include any amounts received for: 

 Family tax benefits Parts A and B 

 Child maintenance payments 

 Totally and permanently incapacitated (TPI) component of veteran’s affairs benefits 

 Carer allowance 

Full details and forms can be found on the SA Government website at: 

https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme   

School Card assistance must be applied for each year. The process for this is: 

 Complete a School Card application form and return to school for processing. Note a form needs to be completed for 

each school your children are enrolled in OR 

 Apply online through the above link or school website 

2019 School Card applications are available from the main office and the school website.  Your Centrelink Card is needed 

when completing your application form.  Form A application can be lodged online – please see our website for more 

details.  

Approved 2019 School Card applicants are credited with the amount to cover the 2019 Materials & Services Charges for 

each qualifying student. 

If you require more information about School Card, please ring the School Card Officer on free call: 1800 672 758. 

 

Number of dependent children Gross annual income limit Gross weekly income limit 

1 child $59,432 $1,143 

2 children $60,493 $1,164 

3 children $61,554 $1,185 

4 children $62,615 $1,206 

5 children $63,676 $1,227 

More than five children Add $1,061 for each child Add $21 for each child 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gawlerdistrictcollegeb12/ 

https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme
https://www.facebook.com/gawlerdistrictcollegeb12/
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2019 TERM DATES 

 

TERM 1 

Tuesday 29 January to 

Friday 12 April 

11 Weeks 

 

TERM 2 

Monday 29 April to 

Friday 5 July 

10 Weeks 

 

TERM 3 

Monday 22 July to 

Friday 27 September 

10 Weeks 

  

TERM 4 

Monday 14 October to 

Friday 13 December 

9 Weeks 

 

Please Note  

School Closure/Pupil 

Free Days to be 

advised  

 

THANK YOU FOR READING! 

Look out for our next edition: 

TERM 1, WEEK 6 

 8 MARCH 2019 


